TREE  AND AMMAL WORSHIP
of an animal to the higher ranks of deified beings is to be seen in the case of Hanuman, who from a sacred monkey has risen, through mists of heroic fable and wild forest legends, to be the universal tutelary god of all village settlements. The setting up of his image in the midst of a hamlet is an outward and visible sign of fixed habitation so that he is found in every township. . . . His traditions and attributes illustrate curiously the process by which a mere animal fetish, dreaded for his ugliness and half-human ways, soon rises to be an elfin king of the monkey tribe, next becomes a powerful genius, and latterly emerges into the full glory of divine Avatar, surrounded by the most extravagant fables to explain away the simian head and tail which have stuck to him through all his metamorphoses."60
Ex uno disce omnes; all races have passed through corresponding stages of zoolatry, some remaining in the earlier stages, and the inquiry, pursued along the same lines, would bring us to the same result. Nearest to himself in some attributes, identical in many, the origin of man's belief in his descent from this or that animal, and
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